
 

Minutes 
MALA Annual Meeting 

Friday, March 10, 2017 
Marshall McLuhan Hall – Rm 204 

University Centre, 66 Chancellor Circle 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  (in person) 
Full Members: 
Chantal Alary 
Mark Bauche 
Shannon Baxter* 
David Bodnarchuk 
Bhavana Bonde 
Maggie Bonnetta 
Kaili Brown* 
Matthew Derksen 
Bruce Dixon* 
Cheryl Dixon* 
Constantina Douvris* 
Ryan Epp 
Monica Giesbrecht 
John Harper* 
Don Hester 
Ana Hodych* 
Ute Holweger* 
Natasa Juck 
Suzy Melo 
Scott Rosin 
Dean Spearman 
Dietmar Straub 
Alan Tate 
Jim Thomas 
Anna Thurmayr 
Jean Trottier 
Joy Viberg 
Eduardo Villafranca* 
Ryan Wakshinski 
Christine Wilson-MacLeod* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Associates: 
Lia Abolit 
Tayler Bishop 
Brenda Brown 
Roxane Gratton 
Negar Hakimjavadi 
Kevin Handkamer* 
Tim Hogan* 
Meaghan Hunter 
Marcella Karsin* 
Michael Lucenkiw 
Meaghan Pauls* 
Jori Pincock* 
Kristen Struthers 
Chelsea Synychych* 
Adam Watson 
Trent Workman* 
 
Students: 
Raveena Chauhan 
Anita Collins 
Madeline Dafoe 
Omar De Mesa 
Sujana Devabhaktuni 
Brennan Fedak 
Rob Freeman 
Sean Gallagher 
Janelle Harper 
Jane Hilder 
Tyera Lentz 
Karina Leong Meijuan 
Brydget Lewicki 
Elmira Santi Nia 
Connor Redman 
Kacie Reimer 
Krista Renwick 
Elmira Sanati Nia 
Matthew Sawatzky 
Taylor Sinclair 
Dilaxshy Sivaguranathan 
Erin Snyder 
Christopher Sproule 
Lesley St. Godard 
Simone Sucharov-Benarroch 

Jessica Suter 
Vanessa Vermeulen 
Katharine Walker 
Jonathan Watts 
 

Friends of the Profession 

Kevin Bettridge 
  (Park Street) 
James Ross (JRoss) 
Bonnie Ammeter (JRoss) 
Daryl Gies (JRoss) 
Jenna Smith (JRoss) 
 
Other: 
Valerie Lindberg (Ex Dir) 
Marcella Eaton (Prof) 
Richard Perron (Prof) 
Jonathan Beddoes 
  (Interim Dean)** 
Johanna Gibbons 
  (Keynote Speaker)** 
David Jopling (MPPI)** 
Verne Reimer (MAA)** 
Karen Wilson Baptist 
  (Photo Comp Judge)** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 *No Dinner 
**No Charge for Dinner 
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(by Proxy) 
 
Allan Beech 
Gord Bone 
Lee Caldwell 
Elizabeth Christiansen 
Douglas Clark 
Cynthia Cohlmeyer 
Carol Craig 
Jeff Frank 
Robyn Gibson 
Darcy Granove 
Christina Harris 
Aaron Hirota 
Richard Hurst 

John Irwin 
Vanessa Jukes 
Andrea Kennedy 
Laurie Lamb Wagner 
Rebecca Lauhn Jensen 
Victor Lee 
Danielle Loeb 
Jana Mancer 
Glen Manning 
Kara McDowell 
Ted McLachlan 
Steve Miville 
Derek Murray 

Emeka Nnadi 
Jamal Nureddin 
Stephen Popovich 
Shauna Prociuk 
Ken Rech 
Lana Reimer 
Gunter Schoch 
Ian Taylor 
James Thomas 
David Wagner 
Jennifer Wagner 
Jackie Wilkie 

 
 
Total of full members present: 68 
Minimum required for quorum: 46 (51% of 90) 
 
Therefore, it was established that a quorum existed and this was a legally constituted meeting in 
accordance with the By-laws. 
 
President C. Alary called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  She thanked all in attendance, and extended 
a warm welcome to the Association’s special guests: 
 

- Dr. Jonathan Beddoes (Interim Dean from the Faculty of Architecture) 
- Johanna Gibbons, Landscape Architect (Keynote Speaker) 
- David Jopling (President, MPPI) 
- Verne Reimer (President, MAA) 
- Karen Wilson Baptist (one of the judges for the interdisciplinary Photography Competition) 

 
She also recognized two new Friends of the Profession in attendance: 
 

- Kevin Betteridge from Park Street Solutions, who travelled from Kitchener, Ontario 
- James Ross and 3 team members from J Ross Property Maintenance and Landscape 

 
C. Alary introduced the MALA Council Members in attendance: 
 

- Monica Giesbrecht (Past President) 
- David Bodnarchuk (Vice-President) 
- Ryan Wakshinski (Treasurer) 
- Alan Tate (U of M Rep) 
- Marcela Karsin and Lia Abolit (Associates Rep + Alternate Rep) 
- Heather Lins and Vanessa Vermeulen (Students Rep + Alternate Rep) 

 
She acknowledged the Executive Director, Valerie Lindberg, and indicated that Council cannot thank her 
enough for her due diligence in all matters, which allows the governing body of MALA to continue to grow 
and stay current.  She also thanked another 15 members who sit on various sub-committees and serve 
as representatives on outside boards. 
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C. Alary acknowledged the students of LASA (especially Heather Lins and Vanessa Vermeulen) for their 
tremendous efforts in organizing the AGM + MALA Night, and other collaborative events throughout the 
year. 
 
She went on to acknowledge the sudden passing of fellow Planner, Dave Palubeski, who was President 
and Principal Planner of the MALA member firm Lombard North Group, this past December.  On behalf of 
MALA Council, she extended condolences to his family and fellow colleagues, and asked for a moment of 
silence. 
 
C. Alary announced that MALA admitted 7 newly registered members in the last year: 
 

- John L. Harper (in attendance) 
- Danielle Loeb 
- Jennifer Hackett-Moore 
- Taylor McNamee 
- Taylor LaRocque 
- Jamal Nureddin 
- Leah Rampton 

 
She then highlighted the following MALA members who received awards this past year: 
 

- Anna Thurmayr was awarded the Carl Nelson Jr. Teaching Award 
- Dietmar Straub was awarded the Dr. and Mrs. D. R. Campbell Outreach Award  
- Two Members were welcomed to the CSLA College of Fellows: 

   Alan Tate for his Professional University Instruction and Direct Service to the Society 
   Mike Scatliff for his Executed Works and Service to the Public 

- HTFC Planning & Design received an honorary mention in the 2016 CSLA Awards for the 
“Millennium Library Park” project 

- Ryan Wakshinski and his team were awarded with funding for their PARK(ing) Day design 
submission for the “The Chopping Block” installation 

- Ryan Wakshinski won a competition for his design of custom-made bike racks, found throughout 
Winnipeg’s Chinatown 

- Danielle Loeb and Associate Rachelle Kirouac were recently 1 of 3 winners for the 2017 Cool 
Gardens competition, with an installation called The Weave at Upper Fort Garry. 

 
Finally, she announced MALA awards presented to Student Affiliates: 
 

- Meaghan Pauls – recipient of the MALA Medal for the Fall 2015/Winter 2016 session 
- Krista Goodman and Shannon Loewen – recipients of the MALA Fellowship in Landscape 

Architecture for the Fall 2015/Winter 2016 session 
- Vincent Tang and his team, awarded with funding for their PARK(ing) Day design submission – 

“A Cloud of Thoughts” installation 
 
At this point, C. Alary turned her attention to the formal part of the AGM and reminded those in 
attendance that only registered Members of MALA have voting rights.  
 
1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  
MOVED by Wakshinski/Villafranca that the Agenda be approved. 

CARRIED 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  
MOVED by Wakshinski/Giesbrecht that the Annual General Meeting Minutes of March 18, 2016 be 
adopted as presented. 

CARRIED
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 3. 2016 ANNUAL REPORTS 

 i)  Update on Name Act Taskforce 
 U. Holweger expressed her thanks to Chantal Alary, David Bodnarchuk, Bhavana Bonde, Maggie 

Bonnetta, Monica Giesbrecht, Bob Somers, and especially Valerie, who contributed significantly 
to advancing our efforts related to Name Act Legislation. 

 
 She reminded the membership that Mohammad Almaleki was introduced at last year’s AGM, and 

she confirmed that he has provided lobbying and advocacy support to MALA.  His efforts led to 
Jon Reyes, MLA for St. Norbert, agreeing to champion the MALA Name Act process. 

 
U. Holweger noted that through Jon Reyes’ efforts and pathfinding, MALA was introduced to 
Assistant Deputy Minister (ADM) Richard Groen (Finance), and members of the Taskforce met 
with him in November to discuss Name Act Legislation for MALA.  She explained that the 
Department of Finance was brought into the conversation to review the file/proposal, as the topic 
also falls under a consumer protection mandate.  The discussion included MALA’s proposal, the 
requirements of the Province to consider the merits of a detailed legislative proposal, as well as 
considerations and obligations that go along with provincial legislation governing a profession. 
 
She indicated that Jon Reyes offered to bring MALA’s Name Act Legislation forward as a private 
member’s bill, but discussions since then have led the Province to signal that it would support a 
publicly or government supported process. 
 
U. Holweger advised that a more comprehensive briefing package was also developed and 
shared with the Province of Manitoba and the Taskforce is awaiting feedback regarding next 
steps. 
 
She then proceeded to review key highlights from the last year, which included the Taskforce’s 
use of an active social media campaign and a petition on change.org to promote MALA’s efforts 
and rationale for seeking Name Act Legislation in Manitoba. To date, 881 supporters have signed 
the online petition, but the goal is to reach 1,000.  U. Holweger encouraged those who have not 
yet signed the petition to comply and seek the support of others in signing it.  She went on to 
describe a “facts and fiction” InfoGraphic that had been developed, as well as the “Designed by 
Landscape Architects” Campaign.   
 
In conclusion, U. Holweger indicated that there are no timelines available for how long the 
process will take, but she assured the membership that the Taskforce will follow up with the 
Province to check on its status in the coming weeks. 
 

 ii)  Update on Communications Committee 
D. Bodnarchuk thanked the many volunteers who serve on the Communications Committee and 
briefly reviewed highlights from the Annual Report. 
 
He pointed out a correction to the written report, namely that PARK(ing) Day 2016 had received a 
total of 16 submissions, which resulted in 12 installations (two professional-led teams, four 
community or school group teams, and six university student-led teams). 
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4. CONSIDERATION OF 2017 BUDGET 
V. Lindberg introduced the 2017 Budget and indicated that a balanced budget of $69,261 was 
presented for the membership’s approval.  As usual, she wished to discuss a few issues with last 
year's budget. 

 
V. Lindberg indicated that Actual Total Revenues in 2016 were $9,762 higher than what was 
budgeted, largely attributed to an increase in revenues for the annual MALA Golf Tournament.  
MALA no longer organizes a joint tournament with MPPI and 2016 was the first year that 
revenues were not shared.  She noted that MALA is now budgeting more realistic amounts for 
projected tournament revenues and expenditures. 

 
She conceded that “Miscellaneous Revenues” appears to have gone considerably over budget, 
but a significant overage was an instalment payment from CSLA in the amount of $3,840.57, 
representing a portion of MALA’s share of Congress 2016 proceeds.  The first instalment of 
$30,000 was actually deposited into the MALA Savings Account.  Unfortunately, CSLA was 
obliged to seek a partial refund from MALA in 2017 because their bookkeeper made two 
significant accounting errors: 
 
1. MALA is GST exempt, so it did not qualify for a GST refund as mistakenly assumed; 
2. A significant number of Congress expenses were not posted correctly, which considerably 

reduced total net proceeds. 
 

As a result, she advised that MALA was obliged to reimburse a total of $7,447.69 to CSLA in 
2017, which will skew “Miscellaneous Expenditures” in next year’s financial statements.  She 
stressed that the bottom line is, MALA’s share of Congress 2016 proceeds amounted to 
$26,392.88 – still a significant profit. 

 
 V. Lindberg indicated that actual total Expenditures in 2016 was $17,662 higher than projected, 

despite the fact there were no “Travel Expenses” incurred and MALA managed to come in under 
budget in a few categories.  Factors which contributed to this increase included an unbudgeted 
donation of $3,000 to Rivers West for the BenchMARK Sponsorship; a skewed increase in Golf 
Tournament expenditures (again, because MALA organizes this event on its own now); an 
unavoidable increase of $4,611 in “Executive Director Services”, and an overage of $8,466 in 
“Other” expenses. 

 
She noted that “Other” expenses included the unbudgeted amount of $7,500, which was paid to 
the lobbyist for services pursuant to Name Act, and an unbudgeted amount of $1,600, which was 
paid to the Winnipeg Architecture Foundation to cover book purchases - 30 copies of “Colour 
Your Landscape” and 40 copies of “The Forks”.  As most of these books will be re-sold by MALA, 
she anticipated that this expense will largely be recovered in time. 

 
 V. Lindberg indicated that in 2016, Actual Expenditures exceeded Revenues in the amount of 

$7,899.  However, she assured the membership that, with the exception of the reimbursement of 
Congress proceeds to CSLA, the 2017 Budget is a realistic projection of revenues and 
expenditures anticipated this year. 

 
As there were no questions forthcoming from the membership, V. Lindberg called on MALA 
Treasurer Ryan Wakshinski to make a motion to receive as information the unaudited MALA 
Financial Statements as at December 31, 2016 and to confirm the approved MALA 2017 Budget. 
 

MOVED by Wakshinski/Bodnarchuk that the unaudited Financial Statements as at December 31, 2016 be 
received as information, and the 2017 Budget be confirmed as presented. 

CARRIED 
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5. APPOINTMENT TO EXAMINING BOARD 

C. Alary acknowledged and recognized Bhavana Bonde for her time and contribution to the 
Examining Board and the Registration Committee, as her term as Chair concludes.  She thanked 
Aaron Hirota for graciously stepping up to fill the third position. 
 
C. Alary asked for a motion to confirm the following slate of representatives for the Examining 
Board by acclamation: 
 

 Anastasia Hodych, CSLA Examining Board Chair [term expires 2018] 
 Bruce Dixon, CSLA  Examining Board Representative [term expires 2019] 
 Aaron Hirota, CSLA  Examining Board Representative [2017-2020] 

 
MOVED by Douvris/C. Dixon that the proposed appointments to the Examining Board be confirmed by 
acclamation. 

CARRIED 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 
 i) Resolution: Distribution of Proceeds from the CSLA Congress 2016 
 To open the discussion, C. Alary presented the Resolution attached to the Agenda, and briefly 

reviewed the schedule of disbursements proposed for various initiatives from the proceeds of 
CSLA Congress 2016 ($26,392.88) as follows: 

 
University of Manitoba Awards: 

 
Allison Scott Bursary  $  1,000.00 
LA Entrance Scholarship     2,000.00 
LA Thesis Prize       1,000.00 
LA Fellowship       2,000.00 
LA Speaker Fund      1,000.00 
Joys of Landscape Prize     3,000.00 
    $10,000.00  $10,000.00 

 
Landscape Architecture Canada Foundation (LACF): $  5,000.00 

 
Retain by MALA to offset extraordinary expenses: $11,392.88 

        $26,392.88 
 
 Discussion: 
 D. Hester noted that LACF is moving forward with a national initiative to establish a “Directed 

Partnered Scholarship” with various Canadian universities, and he wondered if MALA should 
consider applying the dedicated amount of $5,000 for LACF to a partnered scholarship with the 
University of Manitoba (U of M).  A discussion ensued regarding various other LACF funds of 
interest to MALA, including the Gunter A. Schoch Bursary (established by MALA for research into 
the history and status of the profession in Canada) and the Andre Schwabenbauer Scholarship 
(awarded to recognize and foster excellence in design). 

 
U. Holweger wondered if MALA’s donation would be added to a larger amount for this partnered 
initiative, and R. Wakshinski enquired whether scholarships would be awarded proportionate to 
the fund’s value.  It was noted that unlike SALA, MALA does not have a large amount to 
contribute to get this fund established, especially since MALA has already established and 
strongly supports the MALA Fellowship in Landscape Architecture at the U of M. 
 
D. Hester clarified that individuals can donate to LACF and the money can be directed to specific 
funds (anyone who donates $100 or more becomes a member of LACF).  Even so, S. Baxter 
expressed some concern that another scholarship would circumvent existing U of M awards.
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C. Alary wondered whether the membership was prepared to make a friendly amendment to the 
Resolution, specifying that the LACF donation should be dedicated to a “Directed Partnered 
Scholarship” with the U of M, but D. Hester responded that he only wanted to draw attention to 
the initiative.  After some discussion, M. Giesbrecht suggested that the Resolution remain 
unchanged, but that MALA Council take the suggestion under advisement and make the final 
decision after investigating the matter further. 
 
As there were no further comments, C. Alary called the vote. 
 

MOVED by Wakshinski/Karsin that the Resolution be adopted, as follows: 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the schedule of disbursements as outlined above be 
approved for disbursement in 2017.  

CARRIED 
 
8. QUESTIONS 

C. Alary invited questions from the membership.  As there were none forthcoming, she thanked 
all in attendance and asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 MOVED by Wakshinski that the meeting be adjourned (at 5:10 pm) 


